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Collected Paintings in “Hundred-Item” Curio Boxes at
the National Palace Museum

Hu, Lu-wen

Department of Antiquities, National Palace Museum

Abstract

The “hundred-item (Baishijian)” curio boxes in the National Palace Museum,
retaining the original method of storing artifacts at the Qing dynasty court, represent an
exceptionally rare form of cultural heritage. There are more than a hundred paintings
collected in them that are rarely put on exhibit and have never been systematically
published before. Scholars, as a result, know almost nothing about them. However, since
the Qing emperors Qianlong and Jiaqing took part directly in the selection and production
of these “hundred-item” curio box paintings, these works offer important material
evidence for the nature of “hundred-item” artifacts made during the reigns of these two
rulers.

The author of the present study organizes the painting albums and handscrolls in the
“hundred-item” curio boxes in the National Palace Museum and, assisted by records in
The Furnishing Archives (Chenshe dang), examines how the “hundred-item” collected
paintings were stored and their co-existence with different types of artifacts. By analyzing
the status of the persons doing the paintings, and judging from the painting type chosen
most often in the Qianlong reign, stylistic distinctions can be found. Furthermore, by
comparing the changes made in the placement of objects in the Jiaqing reign with those of
the previous Qianlong period, differences can been seen in terms of style at the painting
academy under these two emperors and the status of the persons who took part in the
production of “hundred-item” collected paintings. Thus, by understanding this group
of works in greater detail, it is hoped to create a more complete profile of the nature of
“hundred-item” collections and to further distinguish the differences in the view towards
storing and appreciating “hundred-item” artifacts by the Qianlong and Jiaqing emperor

Keywords: “hundred-item,” Qianlong and Jiaqing period, miniature painting, poet-official
painting, imperial production

(Translated by Donald E. Brix)
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