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Chiin Ware in the National Palace Museum:

Past, Present, and Future

Yu, Pei-chein

National Palace Museum, Taipei

Abstract

According to the vessel shapes, Chun ware porcelains can be roughly cate-

gorized into display ware and utilitarian ware. These two types of Chun ware
show distinguishable differences in the quality of glaze and clay body. The
confirmation of date chronology of Chun ware-is ambiguous and; difficult to
construct, and there are ‘morethan two. different viewpoints' in the dating
matter of Chun ware in the academic circles. One: of the schools distegarded
the differences between display and utilitarian ware completely, and instead,
focused its research in the area around Chun-Tai kiln site in Yu-shian, Henan
province. "Shiuan-ho yuan-bao" was believed as burial possessions, and the
casting coins in particular became a significant evidence in the dating of Chun
ware in this school. They considered Chun ware was the product made in
Sung Dynasty, and identical to Sung Huei-tzong’s "Hua-shi-gang". Another
school had employed the archaeological information and unearthed resources to
examine in accordance to the development of vessel shapes and the use of
glaze color; therefore assumed that Chun display ware had been produced in
late Yuan or early Ming Dynasty, or somewhere around 15th century.
Genuinely, tombs that were found by groups of archaeologists- such as the
tomb of Taoist priest Yen De-yuan in Jin Dynasty (1190), the tomb of Taoist
priest Feng Tao-Jen in Yuan Dynasty (1265), Li Bo-yion’s tomb (1294), Shan-
shi Shin-jain Yuan tomb (1311), or the cellar in Hohhot city at inner Mongolia

region found to have carried porcelain perfumers with inscription of Gi-Jou

*The article in Chinese appears from page ——JLto —7<PY .
**Translated from the Chinese abstract on page — /1. by Virginia Yen-Ju Chang.
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year (1309), all indicated the accurate date of porcelain vessel types in Chun
ware. The writer used the above dating method to corroborate the date of some
Chun utilitarian ware collections in the National Palace Museum, and also clari-
fied different vessel types during the period between Jin and Yuan Dynasty by
observing development of utilitarian ware through generations.

Regarding to the Chun display ware throughout the process of re-examina-
tion of ancient documentation, re-investigation of the Chun-Tai kiln site, and
observation of vessel types and its system, the writer identified the style of
vessels- "Tsun vase", "Cha-tou planter", "Hibiscus-shaped pot stand", and
"Drum-shaped washer" as the tradition from Sung Dynasty. The manufacturing
of flower vessel had already been very popular during the time shipwreck off
of Sinan coast in South Korea around earlyl4th Century. Although there is no
sign of evidence to prove the exact date of ) Chun display ware, the technique
of applying multi-layers-of fusing glaze in-Chun ware emerged at the time and
became it’s uniqueness. In the study of Chun display ware, which'is yet to be
identified the exact time period and date, through the discussion of vessel type
and glaze color, Chun display ware may have already appeared in the early
14th Century.
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