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A Discussion of the “Fengju Modelbook” Origins Based on Wang
Xizhi’s Three Modelbooks: Ping’an, Heru, and Fengju

Wu Sung-feng
Department of Painting and Calligraphy
National Palace Museum

Abstract

The National Palace Museum’s Three Modelbooks: Ping’an, Heru, and Fengju
by Wang Xizhi of the Jin dynasty is one of the most famous works of early Chinese
calligraphy. Much of the focus of previous research has centered on determining
when rubbing copies of the work was done and identifying problems with the form of
reproduction in which the outlines of the copy are filled with ink. However, all of the
ink and rubbing copies of the “Ping’an” and “Heru” modelbooks seen today are missing
two lines compared to the authentic version in the Tang dynasty imperial collection of
the Zhenguan era recorded by Chu Suiliang in Youjun shumu. Furthermore, although
the scroll here is called “Three Modelbooks,” there are only two places with the ciphers
of connoisseurs before the modelbooks. Likewise, the title for “Fengju Modelbook”
appears later than those for the other two in documentary evidence. In this study, an
attempt is made to organize the versions and textual evidence to create a list of copies
and documentary mention of the work over the ages that can be used to determine that
the three modelbooks originally consisted of only two. The appearance of “Fengju
Modelbook™ is thus perhaps a result of changes in dividing modelbooks in the Song and
Ming dynasties based on arranging famous poetry of the Tang dynasty.

Keywords: Wang Xizhi, Mi Fu, “Ping’an, Heru, and Fengju Modelbooks,” engraved
modelbook, copy version, cipher

(Translated by Donald E. Brix)



BARERZTF AN W CRIH) 0

ot Al AR B LR TR

BI1A Foehs B 1B AThe b




184 Mg ET H=t %% B

B 1C  &AHhE

B2 B R RIAXERMN B THSRER



AT ERTF AT R M) % (RAEN) WIRIA

B3 & F&x BER  GEuEE) RA (CPEEERAE) M1 A6

B4 & EFTiz wakkan  (GEUBEE)  RA (PEEFBESE) M1 AIL6S

185



MERmET F=F %% 8
186

Al
kA
7
12

P s N i @ e i

- -
e =

zZ z 9 ik A 793-94
B5 2 Tz AZb - fredt (GEMM) BEg (PFPEENMSE) I 93
7, =] E3 =3 NE

Be % ITH HEWR-fmed (EFE) A (FPEFERAE) M0 H26-27
] a Ee = RE &



187

FERZ AT RGN ) 3 (RAGE) RIA

(&

JAA
4

el 3

IRZ TR igl A (BB THL)

2z
]

57

=



188

WM ER H=+KE B

-
7

AL

<

Y

: _{:; A

Pt mAgn WA (1deBbE k)



#(F IR T Mo RmEnE) & (R sRA 189

B9 & E&Z PFoflefifi (EBEEE) B RTHEHRR






