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An Evidential Study of Emperor Xuanzong’s
Ode to Pied Wagtails

Hou Yi-li
Department of Antiquities
National Palace Museum

Abstract

By analyzing the text of “Ode to Pied Wagtails” and traditional historical source
could be sure, in the autumn of 721, about a thousand pied wagtails perched at the
palatial Linde Hall. Wei Guangcheng thereupon composed “Ode to Pied Wagtails” and
submitted it to the emperor. Then Emperoe Xuanzong’s wrote down this masterpiece of
calligraphy.

In this study provides a different observation about Emperor Xuanzong who was
often praised for his love for his brothers. Through the text of “Ode to Pied Wagtails”,
we could find out many complicated political causes and historical factors. All these
reflected the way he treated his brother. This could be used as new material for studies
of political history.

Furthermore, by examined the mounting and seals on this scroll, it could be dated
before Northern Song. This scroll is an authentic brushwork not copying and faithfully
reflecting the appearance of Xuanzong’s calligraphy and making this an extremely rare
work. In this scroll, there were two colophons written by Cai Jing and Cai Bian who
were important officials and calligraphers in Northern Song dynasty, the content of
these colophons also provide new historical material.

Keywords: Emperor Xuanzong, Ode to Pied Wagtails, Calligraphy, Historical factor,
Historical material
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