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The National Palace Museum Research Quarterly 27:1 (2009) 101

The Study about Elegant Gathering in the Apricot 
Garden

Wu Sung-feng
Department of Exhibition Services

National Palace Museum

Abstract

The Zhenjiang Museum’s collection Elegant Gathering in the Apricot Garden 
painted by the Ming dynasty imperial painter Hsieh Huan on 1437 has always 
been viewed as an important representative work. Many researchers love to use 
this painting as a sample or example of gardens, elegant gatherings and portraits 
of the early Ming dynasty. However, due to it’s different brush works and colors, 
this painting was not done by only one person. The uniform costumes those people 
wearing in this painting are not the same as the official rules either. This article is 
trying to exam the painting, calligraphy, the collecting record, the Ming dynasty 
history and the story of the Elegant Gathering in the Apricot Garden to tell what is 
wrong with this hand scroll.

Keywords: authenticity, official uniform, official position system, Hsieh Huan, 
Xie Huan, portrait, Ming dynasty, history of Ming dynasty, Imperial 
Painting, Ming dynasty Painting, Elegant Gathering in the Apricot 
Garden
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