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A Retrospect on and Prospects of Art History:
Forty Years of Development in Taiwan

Li-chiang Lin, Hui-wen Lu, Ching-fei Shih, Han-ni Chiu*
Abstract

The development trajectory of the field of art history in Taiwan is rather
unique owing to historical contingencies; that is, it derives from the unexpected
move of sizable and precious art objects, books and archives, and academic human
resources from mainland China in 1949 as a result of the Chinese Civil War.
This article aims to review the study of art history conducted in Taiwan since the
1980s. The first section chronologically explores the impacts of the larger political
and economic environment on the field. This discussion is then followed by an
analysis of how four sub-divisions within the field of art history in Taiwan have
developed differently, namely research on the history of painting, of calligraphy,
of antiquities and craft art, and of Taiwanese art. These four sub-divisions, in fact,
can be differentiated by the materials being scrutinized, but at the same time, by
the distinctive traces seen in their development paths and challenges that they have
faced within the contexts of shifting political, economic, and cultural conditions.
We not only outline the achievements and difficulties of art history to show a
picture of the field in Taiwan in the past 40 years, one which is brimming with

productivity and academic contributions, but also look into its prospects and our
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expectations for the future.

Keywords: National Palace Museum, art history, painting, calligraphy,
antiquities, craft art, Taiwanese art



