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Suzhou as a Model

4

The Production and Influence of Text-and-Image “Suzhou Fakes’

Lin Li-chiang

National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

The appreciation and collecting of art and antiquities flourished especially in the Suzhou part of the Jiangnan region during the
middle to late Ming dynasty, and in response came a pronounced rise in the production of forgeries. With regards to Ming dynasty
forged painting and calligraphy in the Suzhou area, research actually quite early focused on so-called “Suzhou fakes” However, a precise
understanding and definition of this term still remains a matter deserving further attention. Especially considering that many museums

around the world have “Suzhou fakes” in their collections, it is a topic that merits closer study.

In the middle Ming dynasty, Suzhou had already become a center for art and culture, with such terms as “Suzhou style” and “Suzhou
type” often used to label trendy fashions from the Wanli reign (1573-1620) onwards. These forgeries often attributed to famous Suzhou
artists or identified as being in the collections of Suzhou elite are commercial products part of the fashion produced in this trend. Due to
the complexity behind the formation and subject matter of “Suzhou fakes,” the present study begins with a study of collaborative works
of painting and calligraphy in the name of Qiu Ying and Wen Zhengming, respectively, finding that paintings in pairs and sets of four
were quite popular in the art market at the time. These so-called Qiu-Wen collaborations often deal with narrative subjects that combine
paintings as illustrations and calligraphy as texts, a format found most often in “Suzhou fakes” The narrative paintings produced in this

trend come in many subjects, some of which had never appeared before in the visual arts.

The range of the present study deals with works in the collection of the National Palace Museum to discuss Jiangnan of the sixteenth
to seventeenth century. It focuses in particular on the methods and contents of forgeries made in commercial workshops of the Suzhou
area with a brief discussion on why Suzhou produced so many forgeries in the hope of offering a deeper understanding of these oft-

neglected works.
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