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The Development of Taiwan's ""Min-Practice"
Ink Painting Style, 18th-Mid 19th Century

Lai, Kuo-Sheng”

Abstract

Taiwan's painting in the Qing period originated from the Chinese mainland.
When studying Taiwan's painting in this period, scholars found a specific style,
which they call the "Min-practice.” Scholars generally think that this style came from
the influence of Qing Dynasty Fujian painter Huang Shen. However, where does the
word "Min-practice” come from? Can Taiwan's "Min-practice"” style be traced back
to even earlier painters? How did "Min-practice" style develop in Taiwan? These are
the questions that this paper discusses.

Huang Shen and his teacher Shangguan Zhou, who he learned painting from in
his early age, were criticized as "not losing Min-practice." Therefore this paper
asserts that originally the "Min-practice™ indicated the painting style popular in
Fujian before Huang Shen and Shangguan Zhou. The term did not mean Huang
Sheng's loose and free style as today's scholars think. This paper states that the style
popular in Fujian before Huang Shen and Shangguan Zhou's time was the Zhe
School's painting tradition, which was the more delicate court style popular during
the Southern Song Dynasty. However, Huang Shen's husky style is not totally
unrelated to the Zhe School. Scratchy painting style has emerged in the works by
some of the Zhe School painters during the Ming Dynasty. Some calligraphers of the
late Ming period also tended to write in a weird and scratchy style. These can be seen
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as sources of Huang Shen's style. Huang Shen's loose and scratchy style was popular

in Fujian, and later spread to Taiwan.
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Taiwan painting ~ Min-practice ~ Fujian painting ~ Zhe School ~ ink painting



