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Gao Jianfu's Traditional Bird-and-Flower Painting:
from Mogu Flower Painting Toward
Xieyi Jinshi Style

Lai, Kuo-Sheng"

Abstract

Gao Jianfu was the founder of the Lingnan School in the twentieth century. He
was not satisfied with the traditional literati painting that did not pursue realism.
Therefore, he promoted the painting reform that aimed at “synthesizing Chinese
and the West" and created the so-called New National Painting. Gao Jianfu's reform
was much indebted to Japanese painters. In the beginning of his reform, not only
were his paintings similar to Nihonga in style, some of his works resembled those
of Nihonga painters. This arose serious controversy at that time. Later critics
therefore usually focus on his painting reform when discussing Gao, and overlook
his works that are closer to the Chinese traditions.

Gao Jianfu painted many traditional bird-and-flower paintings. When he
started learning painting in his youth, he learned "mogu flower painting" from Ju
Lian. After studying in Japan, he did not paint all his paintings in the style of the
so-called Chinese-and-Western-hybrid. He also painted many xieyi bird-and-flower
literati paintings at the same time. Gao's xieyi bird-and-flower paintings were
imbued with profound “jinshi flavor.” In early twentieth century, Jinshi School
painting which was led by Wu Changshuo was very popular in China and Japan.
Jinshi flavor painting became in vogue. However, in Gao's jinshi style works, there

* Assistant Curator, National Palace Museum Department of Southern Branch
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IS no deliberate imitation of Wu. Instead, he applied his own

stele-school-calligraphy brushstrokes in his works to create his own jinshi style.

Keywords: Gao Jianfu, Ju Lian, mogu flower painting, xieyi bird-and-flower
painting, jinshi style



