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For many years the question of a possible relationship between the “Six Canons”
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and the sadanga or “six limbs” of Indian painting has been discussed, and most
scholars have decided against there being any connection...There are some
resemblances, but they are not sufficient to establish any direct relation between
these “Six Limbs” and the Six Elements....I do not take any definite position in
the matter of a historical connection, and a solution of the problem, if possible at

all, must await the results of future research.’
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The striking similarity between Xie He’s Six Laws of painting and the Six Limbs
of Indian art theory have frequently been noted during the past century, but
nearly always rejected as pure coincidence, and never rigorously examined.
Indeed, most scholars who raise the possibility of Indian influence on the Six
Laws do so only to dismiss it. Given the constant reiteration of the possibility of

Indian influence upon the Six Laws, coupled with the automatic denial of any

¥ PR ATH IR B §L William Acker, Some T'ang and Pre-T'ang Texts on Chinese Painting (Leiden:
E.J. Brill, 1954), pp. XLI1-XLV.
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meaningful impact from the Six Limbs, the time is long overdue for the

proposition to be thoroughly tested.*®
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Gao Jianfu's Knowledge of Chinese Painting
Traditions

Lai, Kuo-Sheng®
Abstract

Gao Jianfu was famous for promoting the painting reform creating "Chinese-Western
hybrid painting." Current studies on Gao are often focused on this aspect. Few people
studied Gao's knowledge and view on Chinese painting traditions at the time he advocated
the reform. This paper analyzes Gao's knowledge of traditions through his book My Views
on Modern National Painting.

Although acclaiming reforms, Gao Jianfu did not totally negate traditional Chinese
painting. Instead, he thought that there was a glorious page in the history of Chinese
painting. To legitimate the application of Western methods to Chinese painting, he claimed
that Chinese painting has received Western influence as early as the Han Dynasty. His
theory of Western influence on Chinese painting even includes Xie He's Six Laws. He
thought that the Six Laws came from India. In Chinese literati painting, the trait of pursuing
"spirit resonance” instead of physical likeness is what Gao Jianfu wanted to reform. When
talking about the advantages in ancient Chinese painting, however, Gao expressed his
admiration for "spirit resonance.” This is an ambivalence feeling toward traditions when

seeking reforms.
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Gao Jianfu; Lingnan School; Chinese painting; tradition; reform
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