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Sumptuous Elegance: Cloisonné Enamel Vessels in the Style of
Archaic Bronze during the Qianlong Reign

Department of Antiquities, National Palace Museum /Lu-wen Hu

A technique introduced from the Byzantine to China in the Yuan period, cloisonné has undergone
several changes during the seven centuries until the Qing period, with works in imitation of archaic bronze
a common type. Focusing on cloisonné enamel vessels in the style of archaic bronze during the Qianlong
reign (1735-1796), this paper firstly clarifies the conceptual difference between Qianlong period's idea of
"imitate only the shape but not the decoration" with that of their predecessors, while discussing the impact
of Emperor Qianlong's (1711-1799; r. 1735-1796) "Four Catalogues of the Xiqing Antiquities" (Xiqing
sijian) on contemporaneous cloisonné objects inspired by archaic bronze. After a stylistic analysis of works
as such and a discussion of Qianlong's favorite types of work, this study concludes with re-examining the
status of cloisonné in late Ming antiquarianism, as well as speculating Qianlong's intention of commissioning

cloisonné in the style of antiquities, by referring to other examples made in jade and bamboo carving.

keywords: cloisonné, archaic bronzes, Qianlong, Xiqing sijian
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