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Double epidemics struck : the flu and cholera epidemics in
A-Gou County from 1918 to 1920
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Abstract

One of the transitions occurred in Pingtung Area during Japanese colonial time
was the ruler controlled public health with the governmental authority which altered the
epidemical structure and the life experiences of the residents in certain area. From 1918
to 1920, the epidemics of flu and cholera struck Pingtung area twice respectively in three
years and caused tremendous damage. Both flu and cholera were highly contagious and
overseas originated. The epidemics invaded the city through convenient transportations
and mobile of people from the harbor and then spread to the countries - even to the
mountainous area where the aboriginal tribes lived. During the flu epidemic in 1918,
62,938 people were infected - that was one-forth of the county residents and 2,237 were
dead from the disease - the death rate of 3.55% was up to the third place among all the
west counties in Taiwan at the time. Nonetheless, literatures regarding the two epidemics
spreading in A-Gou County during 1918 to 1920 were still insufficient. The discussions
made for the responding measures by the public health system during certain period were
also sparse. The present study attempted to use the investigation report, news coverage,
and memoirs to re-build the invasion, spread, and extinguish phases of the epidemics and
examine the responding measure of the public health system of the colonial government.
The results suggested the two epidemics were treated differently by the government which
was caused by the completion of laws, technology regarding the diseases, experiences
accumulated, and the characters of the epidemics so that there were different casualties

between two epidemics.
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