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The Research of the Flu and Cholera Epidemic in Taiwan,
1918-1923

Chang-hao Tsai "

Abstract

The epidemic had significant influence on human life experiences and was also
one of the major factors resulting in historical changes. The outbreak of acute
infectious diseases in particular would magnificently impact on human lives as well as
social orders and cause public panic. However, the discussions on the history of
diseases in Taiwan to date tend to refer to the literature with administrative and
medical perspectives or to the articles on newspapers and magazines. Therefore, their
arguments were made in a top-down perspective of public health, or they merely
demonstrated the novelty description in a bystander’s perspective, while people were
actually the subject that suffered from these diseases. Patients, curers, actionists, and
even bystanders from different fields would. have their jown. unique . insights and
perspectives. Their experiences and reactive thoughts should be classified more
delicately from the perspectives of multiple eyes. Flu and Cholera were both highly
contagious and had significant impacts on the society. These two diseases entered
Taiwan through different overseas channels and caused mass casualties during
1918-1923. There had been many researches and discussions regarding these two
epidemics to date, yet they mostly focused on the official documents and news
reports.

Therefore, the study attempted to review the private documents by people at the
time to have cross sectional observations on these two epidemics. The literatures
included diaries, autobiographies, and fictions such as The Diaries of Taiwan
Governor-General Den Kenjiro, The diary of Chang Li-jun, 1906-1937: the life of a
township administrative official, The Diaries of Ng Ong-Seng, Tominun Utof (The
Description of Medical Care in the Mountainous District in Taiwan), The Fig Tree,

and Wandering poet of Kanou Syoukakuka. The analysis and discussion were made

* Assistant Curator, Department of Rare Books and Historical Documents, National Palace Museum.
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from the multiple perspectives as well as the different perspectives from the writers
mentioned above.

Keywords: Flu, Cholera, multiple perspective, diary
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