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aus der Volksrepublik China (Ziirich: Kunsthaus, 1980), p. 215. 18 Ajki&{s - BB Lk E £
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® # H % 3% A Helmut Brinker and Roger Goepper, Kunstschiitze aus China, 5000 v. Chr. bis
900 n. Chr., Neuere Archdiologische Funde aus der Volksrepublik China; Howard Rogers
ed., China: 5,000 Years: Innovation and Transformation in the Arts (New York: Solomon R.
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A MAG  (F ZRY(ERFR 38 HMA » 2004); Annette L. Juliano et al.,
Buddhist Sculpture from China, Selections from the Xi’an Beilin Museum, Fifth Through Ninth
Centuries (New York: China Institute Gallery, 2007); Sabrina Rastelli ed., China at the Court
of the Emperors (Milano: Skira Editore, 2008).
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® Helmut Brinker and Roger Goepper, Kunstschdtze aus China, 5000 v. Chr. bis 900 n. Chr.,
Neuere Archdologische Funde aus der Volksrepublik China, pp. 212-222.

® Angela Falco Howard et al., Chinese Sculpture (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2006), pp.
313-314.
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@ Imann Lai, The Famensi Reliquary Deposit: Icons of Esoteric Buddhism in Ninth-century
China (London: Ph.D. Diss., University of London, 2006), p. 56; 48 il & & €. $i hk » 3%
R, “The Marble Sculpture Mandala of Scripture for Humane Kings Excavated from Anguo
Monastery in Xi’an: The Initiation of Vernacular Esoteric Buddhism in East Asia,” in Dorothy
C. Wong ed., Dynamics of Interregional Exchange in East Asian Buddhist Art, 5"-13" Century
(Wilmington: Vernon Press, 2022), pp. 156, 165. Imann Lai, “Esoteric Buddhist Remains
Excavated from Tang China,” in Sabrina Rastelli ed., China at the Court of the Emperors
(Milano: Skira Editore, 2008), p. 77.
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Otto Péacht; David Britt trans., The Practice of Art History (London: Harvey Miller Publishers,
1999), p. 70. #4i7 & & (Kunstwollen) & 7T A &4 (style) —FBUK @ 2L R A AL
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York: Zone Book, 2000), p. 10.
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Ninth Centuries, pp. 114-116. # /1 X 4 - (RZHh# - BRENRBHESGZEN) B
143 -

@ AFHZF (BRZAZEFEE LOR A WRMFICOVT) AI52 - £ REEHME
B BRBREBR—MAXEGR WHRMGUABEZIRARE  AEHARLGETH
o (E SRR ) (RAF  KRAE 0 1983) B243



AERARER FETEM (RELIF)

%kﬁ*y&ﬁm B BIEBE 0 BPRABERAEE - SLBERGTH K
ER o MARER BHXTFHE BRABARE BALALE-O
HEEBT > ERGCEPE IR ER G SR LR BT S

Btk B%E % (Prajia- paramita ) 24 AL £ - ik (Prajfia) &% 7

B, kBR% (Paramitd) £3F "2/ 7, » HF BB R A B ARRK

Fe@fpExgly THEE, ~ THhBES, ~ "TARBRE, SRSESF—

BB (KREBTEBREREN) KL EBESLL "GHERETFTE, — 0

ﬁ%&’%T%%%m&w’%f%ﬁma\Maw & F R R e LR

f(E21) ;@ B=ZMFFPA—BRBEEFTLEZF > T8&F, AREMH

WiEkzHBLES %»ﬁ##“&%ﬁ B ZBRER  RARAZH -© H

WERGH  BERTAREHEFZETFE  ERATEALEAXE - (RER

%@>(ﬁ%ﬂﬂ)%:ﬁﬁwri#ﬁJ’E%ﬁ@@’ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ%

B TH L ZBE  BERE HBUATERER, O (CXZHRBEKE

KBEESE) (ATMH (CE8) ) XEHMEH "TA—thz & y:3

of

N
]
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The Marble Sculptures Excavated from the Great Anguo
Monastery in the Tang Dynasty Capital of Chang’an and the

Scripture for Humane Kings

Lai, I-mann
National Palace Museum, Taipei

A group of elaborate stone sculptures with traces of pigment and gilt gold were
found in a pit 500 meters northeast of the city walls of Xi’an, Shaanxi in 1959, the
discovery represents among the most important excavations of sculptures in China after
1949 and the group as a whole offers a glimpse at activities of Esoteric Buddhism in Tang
China. This location was identified as the Tang dynasty site of the Da Anguosi A % B 3
(Great Monastery of Protecting the State) in capital Chang’an &% .

This paper focuses on six of the delicate marble sculptures, through the formal
analysis indicated this group dated around 760s, arguably were once part of a mandala
expounded in the Chinese apocryphon, Renwang huguo banruo boluomiduo jing 1= E 3%
&5 K BB % & (Prajiiaparamita scripture for humane kings who wish to protect the
state ; often named as Renwang jing 1= £ 4 ; J. Ninnokyo) and the exegeses retranslated
by Amoghavajra and his circle that promised greater success in pacifying foreign assaults
by responding to the need of the emperor and court elites.

This set of mandala statues testifies to the rise of vernacular Esoteric Buddhism,
under Amoghavajra’s vigorous promotion, the transmission of Esoteric Buddhism
reached its apogee as one of the dominant religious forces in the court during the reign of
Emperor Daizong X, 5 (1. 762-779).

The most celebrated remains of Renwangjing mandala is the early ninth- century
Ninnogyo mandala at the Lecture Hall of To-ji £ 3 , Kyoto, which was supervised by
the founder of the Japanese Shingon & % Esoteric Buddhist sect, Kiikai % /% (774-835),
who studied under one of Amogavajra’s disciples in Chang’an during early ninth century.
The legacy of Chinese apocryphon Renwangjing, i.e., the state-protecting doctrine
ensured that Esoteric Buddhism continued until the late Tang dynasty in China and was
also proselytized in Japan. This group of sculptures was arguably one of the earliest such
pieces of evidence.

(Translated by Don Brix)

Keywords: Eighth century, Buddhist art, Esoteric Buddhism, Amoghavajra, State-
protection
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