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Glass artifacts in the curio box collections of the Qing court

Hsiang-Wen Chang

Department of Antiquities, National Palace Museum, Taipei, Taiwan

The development of glass manufacturing techniques and the application of glass
materials for various usages demonstrated unique features since the Pre-Qin era of
Chinese history. Integration of foreign influence reached a high point during the 17"
and 18" centuries with the establishment of the Imperial Glass Workshop under the
supervision and support of the Qing Dynasty Court. Among the objects stored in the
curio box collections of the National Palace Museum, there are glassworks regarded as
treasure items, testifying the diverse range of glass artifacts made for or presented to
the imperial court via different channels. This paper attempts to verify certain types
of glass artifacts preserved in the curio boxes and their likely context through
correlative research of extant objects and Qing dynasty archival sources.



