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Paiwan Glass Beads and the Contemporary Development of
Recreating Traditional Artistry

Yu-Hsin Wang

Department of Arts and Creative Industries, National Dong Hwa University

Among all indigenous art crafts of Taiwan, the Paiwan glass beads are the most
valued for they are deeply linked to tribal culture and innately abundant in myths and
legends related to the tradition. The precious multicolor glass beads, whether obtained
through maritime trade or replicated by tribal artisans, have illustrated tribal aesthetics
and bore distinctive meanings. In Taiwan, only the Paiwan, the Drekay (Rukai), and
the Pinuyumayan boast the art of big, multicolor glass beads. Paiwan artisans also
arrange small, multicolor glass beads into diverse patterns and sew them on black, red
and navy blue base cloth, creating a resplendent look with elegance. The myths and
legends of Paiwan has been preserved and passed down through glass bead artistry
which manifests the life philosophy of Paiwan at material, spiritual and cultural levels.
With wisdom and in order, the people of Paiwan has named every type of beads
according to their myths and legends, division of labor, philosophy of life, religious

beliefs and world view.

The reconstruction of glass bead art is the reconstruction of tribal stories of the
Paiwan and the artistic, cultural meanings behind them. Consequently, the techniques
of recreating multicolor glass beads has become common research topics of the time.
This thesis will look into the modes of replication, the craftsmanship of remaking
glass beads in east-coast studios and the contemporary development of recreating

traditional artistry.



